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Marcelino Pedroza crowned 2017 Leading
Thoroughbred Jockey
at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino

Story by Tammy Knox, Photos by Linscott Photogrpahy (unless noted)

SHELBYVILLE, Ind.; – Oct. 27, 2017 – It came down to the final afternoon of racing to determine a winner, but Marcelino Pedroza had a strong
showing once again, turning in a riding double and capturing his first leading jockey title at Indiana Grand. The 24-year-old second generation jockey
from Panama topped the standings with 109 wins for the year, just one
ahead of DeShawn Parker, who completed the meet with 108.
Pedroza came into the final day of racing for the 120-day season with a
one-win lead over Parker. The two jockeys had been exchanging the top
spot for the past week. Both riders scored riding triples on Thursday, Oct.
26 and followed it up with riding doubles, which in the end, gave the nod
to Pedroza.
A graduate of the Laffit Pincay Jockey School in his native Panama, Pedroza has been riding since he was 16 years old. He came to the United
States in 2010 and has been a consistent performer in the Midwest since his
arrival. The multiple Graded Stakes placed jockey earned his 500th career
win at Indiana Grand last year and now has nearly 700 career wins. Based
in Kentucky, Pedroza will return to Fair Grounds when the resume racing in late November.
Pedroza and his wife, Rosie, along with their two children, were presented with the Leading Thoroughbred trophy following the final Thoroughbred
race of 2017 Friday, Oct. 27. Kevin Greely, director of racing, and Rachel McLaughlin, racing broadcast production manager, conducted the presentation from the winner’s circle.
Pedroza completed the year with a 20 percent win percentage and a 51 percent “in the money” statistics line. Horses ridden by Pedroza during the 2017
meet at Indiana Grand earned in excess of $2.5 million.
About Indiana Grand Racing & Casino: Indiana Grand Racing & Casino holds multiple awards from industry publications for customer service, entertainment, gaming and dining. Located in Shelbyville, Ind., Indiana Grand features 2,200 of the latest slots and electronic table games in addition to
a one-mile dirt race course and a seven-eighths mile turf course offering live Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing each year. Simulcast wagering
is also offered year-round at Winner’s Circle Brewpub & OTB located on the casino floor as well as an off-track betting facility located in Clarksville,
Ind. For more information, please visit www.IndianaGrand.com.
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